
SEPTEMBER 2019 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Isaiah 58:11 "The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your 
bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail." Some-
how it just seemed appropriate to begin our new program year here at Holy Cross by planting ourselves firm-
ly in the WORD; both the written word of God in scripture and the living WORD of God in Jesus! In all things 
we are strengthened for the journey of life by the life giving power of the cross and the waters of Baptism. 
We are renewed each and every week as we share Holy Communion - not only in the body and blood of  
Jesus but also in holy community. 
 

As we look forward to September and beyond we will be continuing the good work God has called us to in 
this place. We will continue to learn and to serve and to worship and celebrate together with and for each 
other and the community outside our doors. Some things will look and feel familiar, some will be new, and 
there will even be a holy experiment or two as we live and work and grow together. 
 

My fervent hope and prayer is that you have been able to take some time this summer for rest and rejuvena-
tion; to enjoy the beauty of God's creation to be found in nature and in family and friends. Be safe, enjoy 
these last days of summer, and know that there is a place for all of us in God's kingdom both in the someday 
AND in the here and now! I look forward to seeing all of you when we serve together for God's Work, Our 
Hands Day on Sept. 8 and as we officially kick off the new program year on Sept. 14 and 15. 
 

God is indeed guiding and sustaining us - in both the parched places and the abundant. 
 

Peace! Pastor Sue 

Devotion 
 

Last year a group of youth and adults traveled to Houston, Texas to participate  
in the ELCA Youth Gathering. It was a week filled with fun and faith...  

what a concept?!?! The theme of the gathering was "This Changes Everything". 
All of those who attended were given a business card sized reminder of what  

  "This" is. The card reads:  

Child of God 
+  

be brave,  
you are saved by grace  

through faith.  
This is indeed what changes everything for us. Please read those words to yourself and where the "+" is 

make the sign of the cross on your forehead and over your heart. Repeat! Do this several times until it sinks 
in; till it fills you with comfort and strength. And then read those words to someone you love, making the 

sign of the cross on their forehead and over their heart. May the Spirit of God remind you every day of this 
powerful truth! 



Financial Peace University 
 
 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO SIGN-UP! 
 

 

Debt is a thief. Take back your life!  
Join FPU and leave money stress behind. 

Planning for the future is hard when you’re still paying for the past. 
Listen - there’s a better way. Join our Financial Peace University (FPU) group!  

 

Financial Peace University (FPU) is a series of money-management classes that 
meet for 90 minutes once a week for nine weeks. 

 

WHEN    -    Monday nights, 6:30  -  8:30 pm 
August 26th through October 28th (no class on Sept. 2  -  Labor Day) 

 

You can sign up in the church office. Each family will need one kit which can be  
purchased for only $91 (while supplies last). Please contact Joe or Ali with any  

questions at joegiberson@yahoo.com or 609-548-6996. 
 

Please share this info with family and friends as this class is open to anyone. 
 

***If you’re unsure about registering  - 
Come to the first class for free.*** 

Join TR United for a celebration of culture and heritage, family, friends, 
food and fun!   Games & Prizes  /  Music  /  Activities  /  Food Trucks 

 

Explore the festival with your Informational Passport. 
 

         Labor Day, Monday, September 2nd  
from Noon  -  4:00  /  Huddy Park, Downtown Toms River 

(Stop by the Holy Cross tent to say “Hi!”   
If you would like to help “man” the tent, please see Lisa Fobian.) 

  Family Faith Formation Ministry News 
Yes, it's that time of year again! Our Sunday School  

Program will kick-off on Sunday, Sept. 15th at 9:45AM.  
(a registration form is included in this Newsletter). 

 

The Confirmation Ministry will be kicking off in October - Please keep a 
lookout for more information in the next Newsletter and in a letter be-
ing mailed to your homes. This ministry is open to all those entering 7th 
or 8th grade this fall.  
 

Adult Study group also resumes on the 15th at 9:00AM.  
(“Knowing Jesus:  Christology 101”) 
 
 

AND FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT - Beginning Oct. 
6th and continuing each and every 1st Sunday of the month we will be 
holding a special interactive worship service from 9:00 to 9:30 in the 
Sanctuary. This service will be specifically geared for young (Pre-K/K) 
children and their families. More information SOON! 



Sixth Annual 
 

Celebration Of Hope Walk 
 

Saturday, September 7 
8:00 am (rain or shine) 

Hiering Avenue Beach, Seaside Heights 
(Registration begins on-site at 8:00am) 

 

Entertainment  /  Vendors  /  Inspirational Speakers 
 

“Spreading awareness on addiction. providing hope and support for the community.” 

Your Grandmother’s Cupboard Spaghetti Dinner 
 

     Saturday, September 14th 
 6:00  -  8:00  /  Parish Center 

 

Ticket info:  Adults - $10 / Children 5  -  12 - $5 
Children under 5 - Free 

 

Menu:  Spaghetti with meatballs, 
Italian bread, salad, dessert, soft drinks 

 

For tickets or more info, contact Cindy Williams (908/783-5182),  
Dave Pittinger (302/841-0561) or Lyn Fenwick (732/270-5018). 

Proceeds to benefit “Your Grandmother’s Cupboard” 

Ministry Spotlight - Property Team 
 

These are the largely unsung heroes of Holy Cross. Think 
about all the things you deal with as a homeowner and then 
multiply that by about 1,000,000... Ok, so that's a bit of an 
exaggeration, but only a little... From managing our Housekeeping, Lawn Maintenance, Snow 
Removal, etc. contracts and staff, to making sure that the things that need to be are main-
tained and repaired on far less than a shoe-string budget, to supporting other ministry priori-
ties like technology upgrades, and keeping all the usual inspection agencies happy, there is lit-
erally no end to the FUN! A great big thank you goes out to the members of the leadership 
team (Bonnie Hegarty, Bev Hirseman, MaryAnn Petersen, Laura Groh, Pam Walter), our Satur-
day clean up crew, and our other volunteers as well as our office staff - Carol Dorn our Office 
Administrator, and Janet Formon our Treasurer, who are also always in the thick of things... 
There is always A PLACE FOR YOU to help with projects both big and small. From occasionally 
weeding our planting beds to helping to plan and execute our next big project we can use 
your heart and head and hands. The team is headed by Council Liaison Bonnie Hegarty. Please 
feel free to look for opportunities to get involved 

HOPEShedsLight.org 



Bottled Water   
Thank you to every-
one who donated 
bottled water to The 
HOPE Center.  We 

were able to supply over 12 cases of 
water to the HOPE Center clients. 

Blood Drive Results 
 

At the last blood drive we: 
 made 51 appointments,  
 40 presented, 
 and 41 units collected  
   (out of a goal of 38!) 

 
 

Thanks to all who made calls, donated, or helped  
on the day of the drive! 

Deaths 
Almighty God, those who die in the Lord still live 
with you in joy and blessedness. We give you 
heartfelt thanks for the grace you have bestowed 
upon your servants who have finished their 
course in faith and now rest from their labors. 
Amen. 
 

Warren Schmidt  -  April 13 
Frances Finch  -  June 4 

Bertha Anderson  -  July 30 
Erna Seidel  -  August 4 

Marguerite Kleis  -  August 5 

We welcome the newly baptized. 
 

Isabella Leia Mastrodicasa, June 30th 
daughter of Shannon and Thomas Mastrodiscasa 

 

Nathaniel Richard Moore, July 14th 
son of Jana and Justyn Moore 

 

George John Intile, July 20th 
son of Jaclyn and Michael Intile 

 

Makenzie Lynn Chase, July 27th 
daughter of Jenna Carlson 

 

Kaylee Marie Hanenberg, August 4th 
daughter of Brooke and Kevin Hanenberg 

 

We rejoice with you in the life of  
baptism.  Together we will give thanks 

and praise to God and proclaim the 
good news to all the world. 

God's Work, Our Hands - 
Sunday, Sept. 8th 

 

Bring a sack lunch and join 
HC as we celebrate  
ELCA God's Work,  

Our Hands Day  
with Lutheran Churches  
all across the country. 
We'll be working on  

projects appropriate to all 
ages and abilities here at 

Holy Cross, including  
packing personal care  

kits for the Hope Center 
and more! 

Come join in the fun! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwil6YDikZLkAhXNmeAKHbP4BtwQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.englishblog.com%2F2014%2F08%2Fcartoon-back-to-school.html&psig=AOvVaw2vSGyOIjGAHA9oQ2jVOyR-&ust=1566413956311361


HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 
September 2019-June 2020 

 

ONE FORM PER CHILD - PLEASE COMPLETE BOTH SIDES AND SIGN THE BACK 
 

CHILD’S NAME:            _____ 
 
HOME ADDRESS:            _____ 
       (street address) 
              _____ 
       (town, state, zip) 
 

CHILD’S BIRTHDATE:  / /  AGE AS OF SEPT. 1st___  GRADE 2019:______ 
 
PARENTS’ NAMES:            _____ 
 
HOME PHONE:        PARENT CELL:     _____ 
 
PARENT EMAIL:            _____ 
 
EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME AND PHONE OTHER THAN PARENT:     ___________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Is your child involved in or interested in joining any of the following? 
 
 A.   Singing choir (all grades)   YES____ NO____ 
  
 B. Handbells (grade 5 and above)  YES____  NO____ 
 
 C. Does your child play a musical instrument   YES____ NO____ 
 

  If yes, what instrument:          
 
 D. Will your child be enrolled in our Catechetics (Confirmation) Program (grade 7 and up) 
 

  YES____   NO____ 
 
 E.   Will your child be involved in Youth Group?  YES____   N0____ 

(Youth Group begins in grade 6) 
 

HEALTH HISTORY (please check all that apply) 
 

  Frequent colds  Seizure disorder   Stomach upsets 
 
  Diabetes   Motion sickness   Asthma 
 
 
           con’t on back of page……. 



  Emotional upsets  Sleep disturbances   Physical disability 
 
  Learning disability  Behavioral disability   Vision (glasses, contacts) 
 
  Hearing disability 
 
ANY ALLERGIES TO FOOD OR MEDICATION?   YES______ NO______ 
 
If Yes, please list           __________ 
 
              _____ 
 
Is your child taking any medications or have other issues that might affect his/her learning or behavior during  
Sunday Church School?   YES____   NO____ 
 
If yes, please explain:            _____ 
 
              _____ 
 
Any disabilities, please explain          _____ 
 
              _____ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you available to assist in your child’s class 2 or 3 times during the year?      Yes____       No____ 
 

□ I am aware that pictures and/or videos of my child/youth may be taken at various events and programs hosted 

by Holy Cross Lutheran Church including, but not limited to: Sunday school, service, Youth Group Functions, and 
Vacation Bible School. I am aware and agree that these pictures and/or videos may be posted to social media sites 
or Holy Cross’ website. These pictures and/or videos will not be captioned with my child/youth’s name. The pic-
tures and/or videos will be used for the purpose of illustrating and promoting the activities of the church.  
I further understand that photos and/or videos may be posted to media sites by individual participants and these 
photos are outside the control of Holy Cross. Pictures and/or videos posted to the church’s website are consid-
ered the property of Holy Cross and may not be sold or reused without the expressed consent of the church ad-
ministrators.  
 
===== OR =====  

□ I have special concerns or requirements regarding photography &/or videography of my child/youth and agree 

to contact any Holy Cross administrators in advance of each event or program. The youth will be specially identi-
fied during the event indicating the youth may not be photographed by representative(s) of Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church.  
 
I have read the foregoing disclaimer and agree to be bound by it.  
 

PARENT’S SIGNATURE         DATE ____________________ 



2019 Who’s Who on Council 
 

Pastor Susan Jones  732/349-5108 (h) 
sjones@holycrosstr.com 
 

President, Janis Provost 732/267-1428 
janis1455@aol.com 
Family Faith Formation 
 

VP Mark Stemmermann 732/228-0246 
markinbrick@gmail.com 
Worship and Music 
 

Janet Formon, Treasurer 732/600-5887  
jformon@holycrosstr.com 
 

Lisa Fobian, Secretary  732/245-8070  
mspmsn@aol.com 
Discipleship 
 

Maija Cullen   732/232-2031 
magic357951@yahoo.com 
Family Faith Formation 
 

Bonnie Hegarty  732/859-3757 
bonniehegarty@gmail.com 
Property 
 

John Kane   732/674-8642 
jkane1620@gmail.com 
Community Outreach 
 

Diane McCabe   908/421-4488 
dmccabe04@yahoo.com 
Fellowship 
 

Brian Morgan   732/501-1055 © 
    732/255-6896 (h) 
brianmorganholycross@gmail.com 
Mutual Ministry; Constitution and By-Laws 
 

Bev Prima   732/664-3350 
beverly.prima@pr1mabuilders.com 
Community Outreach; Discipleship 
 

Laurel Reis   609/709-8613 
laurelreis71003@gmail.com 
Worship and Music 
 

Matthew Scannicchio  732/687-5230 
mattscan142@cs.com 
Family Faith Formation 

Church Office: P (732) 255-4455 
Christian Preschool & Day Care: (732) 255-3112 

www.HolyCrossLutheranNJ.com 
www.facebook.com/holycrosstr 

Twitter  -  @HolyCrossTR 
 

Worship Services: 
Saturday, 5:30 pm 
Sunday, 10:00 am 

 
Office hours: 

Monday  -  Friday, 9:00  -  2:00 

The office will be closed 
on Monday, Sept. 2nd, 

in observance of  
Labor Day. 

Memorial Service for Erna Seidel 
 

Saturday, September 21st 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

10:00   -  Visitation 
11:00  -  Memorial Service 

 

Memorial Service for Marguerite 
Kleis, October 19th, 11:00 am. at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Woodcliff Lake. 

Sanctuary Choir 
Rehearsals Begin 

 

Thursday, September 5  
at 7:30pm. 

 

Questions? 
See Jean Heidorn 

Hand Bell Choir  
Rehearsals Begin 

 

Wednesday, September 11 
at 6:30 pm 

 

Questions?  See Carol Capor 


